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Digital Age: 
Easy Access to 
Information

 What is plagiarism?

 Why is it a concern?

 How can we avoid it?



Learning Objectives

1. Explain importance of avoiding plagiarism in academic writing

2. Describe different types of plagiarism

3. Recognize good paraphrasing

4. Identify proper use of citations

5. Discover resources to help avoid plagiarism



What is 
Plagiarism?

 Misrepresenting others' work 
or ideas as your own

 Taking credit for someone 
else's work or ideas



https://regulations.ufl.edu/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/4-040_2021-12-06.pdf

Plagiarism in the UF Student Honor Code

According to the code, plagiarism includes but is not limited to:

1. Stealing, misquoting, insufficiently paraphrasing, or patch-writing.

2. Self-plagiarism, which is the reuse of the Student’s own submitted work, or the simultaneous 
submission of the Student’s own work, without the full and clear acknowledgment and permission of 
the Faculty to whom it is submitted.

3. Submitting materials from any source without proper attribution.

4. Submitting a document, assignment, or material that, in whole or in part, is identical or substantially 
identical to a document or assignment the Student did not author.



Consequences of  
Plagiarism at UF
A student who has plagiarized faces 
consequences that range from:

• receiving a grade of  zero for the 
plagiarized assignment, 

• failing the course in which they 
plagiarized, 

• referral to Student Conduct & Conflict 
Resolution,

• referral to the Dean of  Students Office, 

• expulsion from the University for 
repeated offenses.



Consequences of  Plagiarism

"It's my responsibility to make sure that the words and 
ideas are my own and, if not, that they are properly 
credited. In many cases, I have not done this," Twitchell 
wrote to The Sun in April. "I have used the words of 
others and not properly attributed them. I am always 
in a hurry to get past descriptions to make my points, a 
hurry that has now rightly resulted in much shame and 
embarrassment. I have cheated by using pieces of 
descriptions written by others."

https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2009/01/15/plagiarist-punished-florida
https://www.gainesville.com/story/news/2009/01/16/uf-professor-who-
plagiarized-retires/31593316007/



Consequences of  Plagiarism

https://www.theledger.com/story/news/2016/04/30/alachua-county-superintendent-s-book/8258607007/



Plagiarism goes beyond academic writing

https://www.marketwatch.com/story/dan-brown-faces-possible-new-plagiarism-lawsuit-over-the-da-vinci-code-2017-10-18
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Intentional & 
Accidental 
Plagiarism

Why do people plagiarize?



Intentional & 
Accidental 
Plagiarism

Why do people plagiarize?

Remedies:

• Be ethical and honest.

• Stay informed.

• Acknowledge collaborative work.

• Avoid procrastination!



Types of 
Plagiarism

 Verbatim stealing

 Patchwriting / Mosaic 

 Insufficient Paraphrasing

 Misquoting

 Self-Plagiarism

 Improper Citation



The highlighted sections of this 
dissertation are word-for-word the 
same text as appeared in the 
dissertation of Dr. Boening, who 
also earned the PhD degree from 
the same institution, three years 
earlier.

Orange Crate Art (6/1/2009) Accessed 7/5/2022. 
https://mleddy.blogspot.com/2009/06/what-plagiarism-looks-like.html

Verbatim Plagiarism



Patchwriting / Mosaic Plagiarism

“Copying from a source text 
and then deleting some 
words, altering grammatical 
structures or plugging in 
one-for-one synonym-
substitutes” 

R. M. Howard, 1993

Patchwriting may result from inexperience with academic writing, rather than intent to deceive.



Insufficient Paraphrasing

• Words and phrases are too 
similar to the original text

• Rearrangement of original 
text

• Rewrites original text in own words 
but keep its meaning

• Substantially changes the structure 
of the original text (often to 
improve its clarity)

• Demonstrates understanding of the 
ideas from the original source

Good Paraphrasing Insufficient Paraphrasing



Paraphrasing Practice

https://content.bridgepointeducation.com/curriculum/file/42cb0066-f548-4e0d-800b-cf15ac861eac/1/Paraphrasing%20Practice%20Activity.zip/story_html5.html


Misquoting

Misquoting is changing or misrepresenting another's' work 
(often to make your own argument stronger).



Tips for Quoting

Dr. Martin Simpson, UF
https://mediasite.video.ufl.edu/Mediasite/Play/adaa44500eaf460a84f238e6b9a558f9

https://writing.ufl.edu/writing-studio/



Self  Plagiarism

To re-use your own work without 
attribution or permission

You may not recycle / re-use an 
assignment in one class for 
another class without permission 
of the instructor.



Improper Citations

• Point readers to the 
primary source(s) for specific material.

• Include an idea, quote, 
opinion, methods, data, etc.

• Provide sufficient information so 
that readers can locate the original 
source.

Proper Citations

• credit is not given to 
the primary source

• incorrect or insufficient 
information is provided in a 
citation

Improper Citations



When should I cite? 

https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/using_research/documents/20200617ShouldICiteChart.jpg



What is common knowledge?

The Blue Marble, NASA

Rule of Thumb:
Information that is not cited in at least 5 credible 
sources.

Purdue Online Writing Lab Avoiding Plagiarism

“Knowledge that most educated people know or can 
find out easily in an encyclopedia or dictionary”

Yale Poorvu Center for Teaching and Learning

When in doubt, cite!



Citations: In-Text 

MLA, 9th
(Author page)

"According to Sable (3), the 
school system is in need of 
overhaul."

"The need to overhaul the 
school system is well-
established (Sable 3)."

APA, 7th
(Author, Publication Year)

"According to Sable (2018), 
the school system..."

The need to overhaul the 
school system is well-
established (Sable, 2018).

Signposting, Signal phrasing

Parenthetical



Citations: Bibliography or Works Cited

General format
Author. Source title. Container title, Other 
contributors, Version, Number, Publisher, 
Publication date, Location.

Author. (Publication date). Source title. 
Container title, 
Volume(Number),Pages. Publisher, 
Location (doi or url)

MLA 9th Citation Style APA 7th Citation Style

Author(s). "Title of Article." Title of 
Periodical, Day Month Year, pages.

Author. "Title." Title of container, Other 
contributors (translators or editors), 
Version (edition), Number (vol. and/or 
no.), Publisher, Publication Date, 
Location (pages, paragraphs and/or URL, 
DOI or permalink).

Author, A. A., Author, B. B., & Author, 
C. C. (Year). Title of article. Title of 
Periodical, volume number(issue number), 
pages. https://doi.org/xx.xxx/yyyy

Title of page. (Year, Month Date). Site 
name. Retrieved Month Date, Year, from 
URL

Journal article

Web resource

https://doi.org/xx.xxx/yyyy


Citations: Bibliography or Works Cited

MLA 9th Citation Style APA 7th Citation Style

Book

Book Chapter

Last Name, First Name. Title of 
Book. City of Publication*, 
Publisher, Publication Date.

Last name, First name. "Title of 
Essay." Title of Collection, edited 
by Editor's Name(s), Publisher, 
Year, Page range of entry.

*Include city of publisher if 
multinational or unknown publisher 
in No. Am. Or published before 1900.

Author, A. A. (Year of publication). 
Title of work: Capital letter also for 
subtitle. Publisher Name. DOI (if 
available)

Author, A. A., & Author, B. B. 
(Year of publication). Title of 
chapter. In E. E. Editor & F. F. 
Editor (Eds.), Title of work: Capital 
letter also for subtitle (pp. pages of 
chapter). Publisher. DOI (if 
available)



Citation Identification Practice

Excerpt of references from Borg, Erik. "How does intertextuality inform plagiarism? “Student plagiarism in higher education, edited by Diane Pecorari and Phillip Shaw, 
Routledge, Taylor & Francis Group, 2019, pp.89-104.



Citation Identification Practice

Excerpt of references from Borg, Erik. "How does intertextuality inform plagiarism? “Student plagiarism in higher education, edited by Diane Pecorari and Phillip Shaw, 
Routledge, Taylor & Francis Group, 2019, pp.89-104.

Journal Article

Book

Conference Paper

Book



Ethical Use of  Citations 

"Sources should be the ideas that 
shape their discipline and their 
world (Borg p 102)."

"Citations need to support a 
claim, not simply name-check a 
source, and the source needs to 
be correctly interpreted, not 
bent to the student's thesis 
(Borg p 101)."

Borg, Erik. "How does intertextuality inform plagiarism?" Student plagiarism in higher education, edited by Diane Pecorari and 
Phillip Shaw, Routledge, Taylor & Francis Group, 2019, pp.89-104.



Tools & Resources 
for Formatting Citations

https://owl.purdue.edu/

https://zbib.org/

Library catalog



Plagiarism Checker Tools

Turnitin

https://elearning.ufl.edu/supported-services/ithenticate/

https://elearning.ufl.edu/supported-services/ithenticate/


iThenticate Sample Report

https://www.ithenticate.com/training/report-comparison

Similarity Report is the default mode

Three report modes:

• Summary & Similarity reports

• Content tracking

• Largest matches



Citation Management Tools 
Supported by the Libraries

https://guides.uflib.ufl.edu/citationsoftware 



Plagiarism is Only One Aspect of  
Research Misconduct

Fig. 4 Distribution by type of retraction from Lievore, Caroline, Rubbo, Priscila, 
dos Santos, Celso B. et al. “Research ethics: a profile of retractions from world 
class universities.” Scientometrics vol. 126, 2021, pp. 6871–6889, fig. 4. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11192-021-03987-y



Selected Resources to Help You 
Avoid Plagiarism

Copyright, Plagiarism and 
Paraphrasing LibGuide
https://guides.uflib.ufl.edu/c.php?g=147797&p=967
443

28 Guidelines from US Office of 
Research Integrity https://ori.hhs.gov/28-
guidelines-glance-avoiding-plagiarism

UF Library Workshop Calendar
https://libcal.uflib.ufl.edu/calendar/workshops/?cid
=11693&t=d&d=0000-00-
00&cal=11693,5125,8858&inc=0

Case Studies: 
COPE, https://publicationethics.org/
Retraction Watch, http://retractiondatabase.org

UF Writing Center
https://writing.ufl.edu/writing-studio/

Plagiarism checker, e.g. iThenticate

UF Student Conduct & Conflict Resolution’s 
Academic Integrity Module 
https://sccr.dso.ufl.edu/quick-links/academic-integrity/

https://guides.uflib.ufl.edu/c.php?g=147797&p=967443
https://ori.hhs.gov/28-guidelines-glance-avoiding-plagiarism
https://libcal.uflib.ufl.edu/calendar/workshops/?cid=11693&t=d&d=0000-00-00&cal=11693,5125,8858&inc=0
https://publicationethics.org/
http://retractiondatabase.org/
https://writing.ufl.edu/writing-studio/%E2%80%8B
https://sccr.dso.ufl.edu/quick-links/academic-integrity/


We hope you are now able to…

Schulz

1. Explain the importance of avoiding plagiarism

2. Describe types of plagiarism

3. Recognize good paraphrasing

4. Identify proper use of citations

5. Discover resources to help avoid plagiarism



Suzanne C. Stapleton, M.S.
Agricultural Sciences & 
Digital Scholarship Librarian
Marston Science Library
University of Florida

Email: suzanne@ufl.edu
My Profile: 
https://marston.uflib.ufl.edu/about/science-
librarians/suzanne-cady-stapleton/

Amy Buhler, M.L.I.S.
Engineering Librarian
Marston Science Library
University of Florida

Email: abuhler@ufl.edu
My Profile: 
https://marston.uflib.ufl.edu/about/science-
librarians/amy-buhler/

Thank you!

Remember when you write to take time to give credit where credit is due.

mailto:suzanne@ufl.edu
https://marston.uflib.ufl.edu/about/science-librarians/suzanne-cady-stapleton/
mailto:abuhler@ufl.edu
https://marston.uflib.ufl.edu/about/science-librarians/amy-buhler/
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