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Objectives

Ethical Authorship

1. Understand what merits authorship

2. Describe an author’s responsibilities

Academic Publishing

3. Become familiar with resources to help identify 

appropriate publications for your scholarship

Sidebar: Citation metrics

Sidebar: Overview of open access publishing

4. Evaluate the quality of a publishing outlet using 

six criteria

5. Recognize warning signs of potentially fraudulent 

publishers



About Research Metrics

Trinity College Library, Photo S. Stapleton

“…knowledge is acquired 
cumulatively and collaboratively—
and the principal mode for sharing 
this knowledge is the institution of 
scholarly publishing.”

Eigenfactor.org/about

We Publish to Share Knowledge



Why is authorship important in academia?

Image: University of Florida



Why is authorship important in academia?

Image: University of Florida

• A means to share your knowledge & 
contribute to the advancement of a field 

• Allows others to credit the sources of new 
information or opinion

• Primary means to demonstrate expertise 
& research impact

• Professional development & career 
advancement; used in promotion(s) and 
awards/honors

• “A different way of teaching” 



How to Avoid Plagiarism

https://ori.hhs.gov/28-guidelines-glance-avoiding-plagiarism



Authorship

Does Author = Writer?



What Research Contributions 
Merit Authorship?

Which of the people below should be listed as authors?

• Writer(s)

• Person who had idea for work

• Funder or person who secured funds for research

• Data collector

• Data analyzer

• Correspondent with publisher

• Revisions writer

• Editor

• Lab manager

• Facility host



Who is an Author?

http://www.icmje.org/recommendations/browse/roles-and-responsibilities/defining-the-role-of-authors-and-contributors.html

ICMJE = International Committee of Medical Journal Editors

ICMJE recommends authorship be based on 4 criteria:

•Substantial contributions to the conception or design of the work; or the acquisition, analysis, 

or interpretation of data for the work; AND 

•Drafting the work or revising it critically for important intellectual content; AND

•Final approval of the version to be published; AND 

•Agreement to be accountable for all aspects of the work in ensuring that questions related to 

the accuracy or integrity of any part of the work are appropriately investigated and resolved. 



https://oir.nih.gov/sites/default/files/uploads/sourcebook/documents/ethical_conduct/guidelines-authorship_contributions.pdf

NIH



Publishers May Require an 

Author Contribution Statement

Example: Oecologia (2022) https://doi.org/10.1007/s00442-021-05071-x



Doi.org/10.1002/leap.1210

Standardized “Contributorship”

14 Contributor Roles:

Conceptualization

Methodology

Software

Validation

Formal analysis

Investigation

Resources

Data curation

Writing – original

Writing – review/editing

Visualization

Supervision

Project administration

Funding acquisition

tenzing website: https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0244611



Minimum Requirements for Authorship by
Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE)

1. Substantial intellectual contribution to the work
2. Accountable for the work and its published form

https://publicationethics.org/resources/discussion-documents/authorship



Tim Cook, Apple CEO
Commencement Address, Stanford University, 2019

“If you want to take credit, 

first learn to take responsibility”

https://www.geekwire.com/2019/apple-ceo-tim-cook-takes-tech-task-privacy-violations-stanford-commencement/



Authorship Responsibilities

• Confirm that the publication is accurate
• Understand and be able to explain the research
• Legally responsible for content (including 

adherence to copyright law & license 
agreements)

• Available for future communication about the 
publication



• funding sources
• advising about the statistical analysis
• collecting or entering the data
• modifying or structuring a computer 

program
• conducting routine observations or 

diagnoses for use in studies
• reviewing manuscript drafts https://www.flickr.com/photos/nihgov/30861587086

Acknowledgement in Lieu of Authorship

http://www.flickr.com/photos/nihgov/30861587086


Best practices for ethical authorship

• Establish clear expectations for authorship at the beginning of a project

• Give credit where credit is due

• Obtain permission to re-use any published images or figures

• Properly cite previously published work

• Disclose funding sources or any conflict of interests

• Contributions can be dynamic, so re-visit authorship during the project

• ALL eligible authors agree to final manuscript version prior to submission



Publishing Options Abound

Image: #jp-carousel-387 in Ethics Alarms.comImage: http://www.apbookshop.com.hk/2bookshop/bottombar/publisher.asp



Journal or Publisher Selection

Personal Hierarchy of  Preference

Top Tier

Second Tier

Third Tier

Stapleton, S., Minson, V., and Spears, L. 2017. Investigating the research practices of agriculture scholars: Findings from the University of 

Florida. Journal of Food and Agriculture Information, 18(3-4): 327-346. https://doi.org/10.1080/10496505.2017.1335209

https://doi.org/10.1080/10496505.2017.1335209


Where are Your Mentors Publishing?

C.V. or Lists of Research Publications
https://ufdc.ufl.edu/IR00008243/00013/citation



Tools to Search by Author 

for their Publications

Online CV/Resumes, Websites, Search Engines & Databases

https://research.ufl.edu/orcid.html Sample search for Author in Web of Science



Find Journals by Topic: 

Library Catalog & Tools

UF Library Catalog – filter for Journals with query words in Subject

(https://ufl-flvc.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?vid=01FALSC_UFL:UFL&lang=en)

Ulrich’s Global Serials Directory*

*Access via Databases A-Z (https://guides.uflib.ufl.edu/az.php)

Third Iron’s Browzine

(https://browzine.com)

http://ulrichsweb.serialssolutions.com/
https://guides.uflib.ufl.edu/browzine


Find Journals by Topic: Databases

Scopus’ Sources by Subject Area

Scimago (https://www.scimagojr.com)

*Access via Databases A-Z (https://guides.uflib.ufl.edu/az.php)

https://www.scimagojr.com/


Find Journals with Publisher AI Tools

Example: EndNote Manuscript MatcherExample: Springer’s Journal Suggester



Evaluating Publishing Venues

1. Appropriate scope
2. Quality content
3. Publisher
4. Scholarly impact
5. Author’s rights
6. Professional ethics

Criteria



Appropriate Scope

➢ What is the mission of the publication?  Does your research fit 
within the aims & scope of this venue?

➢ Are your findings new or novel? Will they stimulate and 
contribute to conversations on topics covered by the 
publication?

➢ See the description about the journal or book series.  

➢ Read recently published articles.

Criteria 1



Appropriate Scope

Book proposal Journal submission



Who ensures the quality of  the 

content published?

➢ The editorial board establishes and 

maintains the quality of content published.

➢ Who is on the editorial board?  Does their 

expertise complement the scope of the 

publication?

➢ Are diverse perspectives represented?

Editorial Board

Criteria 2

https://www.donotedit.com/editorial-board/



Editorial Board - example



Who ensures the quality of  the content 

published?

Image: What exactly is peer review? Flicker/AJ Cann, CC BY-SA

Peer Review

American Society of Civil Engineers



Quality of  Published Content

In addition to Editorial Board composition and Peer Review,
what other factors indicate that a publication is credible to you?

Can you suggest other indicators of quality content?



Are these indicators of  quality content?

• I know the editor
• Content by reputable authors
• High citation counts
• It looks good (Professional design & layout)
• Large readership or number of subscriptions
• Authorship ethics policy
• Favorite publication of my colleagues
• Violations not mentioned in COPE or Retraction Watch



Publisher

➢ Who owns the publication? 

➢ What are the revenue sources to produce the 
publication?

➢ What services does the publisher provide?

Criteria 3



Publisher Examples

Society publisher
Commercial publisherUniversity Press publisher



Publisher Information Resources

https://portal.issn.org/

Access via Databases A-Z 

(https://guides.uflib.ufl.edu/az.php)



Scholarly Impact

➢ Readership: Who reads this publication?  Is this your 
target audience? Who can read current and archived 
issues?  Is the publication Open Access?

➢ Indexing: Do reputable subject databases include 
content from this publication? 

➢ Citation metrics

Criteria 4



What is Open Access Publishing?
http://ufdc.ufl.edu/IR00009658/00001

https://guides.uflib.ufl.edu/openaccess/ufinvests

http://ufdc.ufl.edu/IR00009658/00001


Scholarly Impact

➢ Readership: Who reads this publication?  Is this 

your target audience? Who can read current and 

archived issues?  Is the publication Open Access?

➢ Indexing: Do reputable subject databases include 

content from this publication? 

➢ Citation metrics

Criteria 4



Search Engines



Indexing by Reputable Databases

Inclusion criteria by Elsevier’s Compendex

Inclusion criteria by Web of Science

https://www.elsevier.com/solutions/engineering-village/content/selection-criteria


Scholarly Impact

➢ Readership: Who reads this publication?  Is this 

your target audience? Who can read current and 

archived issues?  Is the publication Open Access?

➢ Indexing: Do reputable subject databases include 

content from this publication? 

➢ Citation metrics: Journal Impact Factor, Journal 

Citation Report, Scopus, SciMago, 

Eigenfactor.org, Publish or Perish, CWTS Leiden 

University, altmetrics, h-index, etc.

Criteria 4



Research Metrics Examples

Article level metrics

Journal level metrics
Author level metrics



Evaluating Publishing Venues for Quality

1. Appropriate scope

2. Quality content

3. Publisher

4. Scholarly impact

5. Author’s rights

6. Professional ethics

Criteria



➢ Copyright and licensing: who owns the published content? Is 
the author permitted to post pre-prints? Are permissions for 
re-use detailed with a Creative Commons license?

➢ Transparency of all author-provided fees (Article Processing 
Charges, APCs)

➢ What is the expected duration for the review process?

Criteria 5

https://creativecommons.org/

Authors’ Rights



Copyright on Campus: Author Rights
Criteria 5

https://digitalpartnerships.uflib.ufl.edu/scholarly-communications/uf-author-rights-policy/



Professional Ethics

➢ How are alleged instances of research 
misconduct handled?

➢ Is the publisher a member of a scholarly 
publishing ethics organization such as 
Committee on Publishing Ethics (COPE)?

➢ Does the publication have a unique name and 
secure website to avoid mimicry?

Criteria 6

https://publicationethics.org/



Do Your Due Diligence to Avoid 

Untrustworthy Publishers

Assess the journal’s
• Editorial Board Composition
• Peer Review Policy
• Transparent Fees

Assess the publisher and publication BEFORE committing funds or losing rights to your research



Beware Unsolicited Invitations

Dear Stapleton, SC,

Hope that you’re having a good day.

We get to know your research paper titled “[title]”, 

which has been published in [Journal Name], and the 

topic of the paper has impressed us a lot.

Due to your rich academic experience and excellent 

research accomplishments, we will feel honored if you 

could submit papers to our journal and join as an 

Editorial Board Member/a Reviewer.



Examples of  Mimicry

This is NOT published by 

Frontiers in Research Foundation!



Choose the Right Venue to Share Your 

Scholarship

https://thinkchecksubmit.org/

https://vimeo.com/151882443

https://thinkcheckattend.org/

https://vimeo.com/151882443
https://thinkchecksubmit.org/


Predatory Publishers: 

The Problems with Lists

Predatory Publishing Lists

• Jeffrey Beall’s list today

• Cabell’s Journalytics / Predatory Reports



Predatory Publishers: 

The Case of  OMICS Group

G. Kolata, NYT 4/3/2019



“It is a common assumption that publications are 

the output of research. This is a simplistic 

understanding of the role of publication in science. 

Publication can just as well be seen as a (vital) part 

of the research process itself. Publications and 

citations constitute the scientific discourse.”

Larsen & von Ins, 2010

doi: 10.1007/s11192-010-0202-z

https://dx.doi.org/10.1007%2Fs11192-010-0202-z


I hope you are now better able to…

1. Understand what authors contribute and are 

responsible for

2. Use resources to aid in appropriate publication 

selection

3. Evaluate the quality of a potential publishing 

venue using six criteria

4. Recognize warning signs of potentially fraudulent 

publishers

5. Appreciate citation metrics

6. Understand open access publishing options

Schulz



Search for Journals

• Library catalog for Journal Title https://ufl-

flvc.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?vid=01FALSC_UFL:UFL&tab=LibraryCatalog&search_scope=MyInstitution

• Ulrich’s Global Periodical Directory: http://ulrichsweb.serialssolutions.com/

• ISSN Portal https://portal.issn.org/

• Web of Science InCites Journal Citation Reports http://journalprofile.clarivate.com/jif/home/

• Scimago www.scimagojr.com

Publishing Ethics

• Ethics of Authorship and Peer Review tabs in Responsible Conduct of Research LibGuide: 

http://guides.uflib.ufl.edu/stemrcr/

• Principles of Transparency and Best Practices in Scholarly Publishing: 

https://oaspa.org/principles-of-transparency-and-best-practice-in-scholarly-publishing/

• Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE),  https://publicationethics.org 

• Think. Check. Submit. https://thinkchecksubmit.org/

• Think. Check. Attend. https://thinkcheckattend.org/

• Navigating Questionable Publishing Practices (UF Faculty Senate presentation, 1/30/2020, 17 min) 

https://ufdc.ufl.edu/IR00011093/00001

• Deciding Where to Publish recording (version 3/18/2020, 43 min) https://ufdc.ufl.edu/IR00011124/00001

Selected Relevant Resources

https://ufl-flvc.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?vid=01FALSC_UFL:UFL&tab=LibraryCatalog&search_scope=MyInstitution
https://ufl-flvc.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?vid=01FALSC_UFL:UFL&tab=LibraryCatalog&search_scope=MyInstitution
http://ulrichsweb.serialssolutions.com/
https://portal.issn.org/
http://journalprofile.clarivate.com/jif/home/
http://www.scimagojr.com/
http://guides.uflib.ufl.edu/stemrcr/
https://oaspa.org/principles-of-transparency-and-best-practice-in-scholarly-publishing/
https://publicationethics.org/
https://thinkchecksubmit.org/
https://thinkcheckattend.org/
https://ufdc.ufl.edu/IR00011093/00001
https://ufdc.ufl.edu/IR00011124/00001


Suzanne C. Stapleton, M.S.
Agricultural Sciences & Digital Scholarship Librarian
Marston Science Library
University of Florida

Email: suzanne@ufl.edu
My Profile: https://guides.uflib.ufl.edu/stapleton
Twitter: @stapletonUF

mailto:suzanne@ufl.edu
https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=6QkV87QAAAAJ&hl=en
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